Mr. Ed Cockrell

County Board Member

306 North Jackson

New Athens, IL  62264

Dear Mr. Cockrell:
As a resident of St. Clair County, I want to express my concern about placing the PTELL Initiative on the county-wide ballot for voter approval.  As a resident of St. Clair County, I am strongly opposed to this as a voter.  Schools across the state of Illinois are struggling financially and this initiative would only add more financial burdens to the districts. 
PTELL would have devastating effects on the school, its curriculum, and its interscholastic program.   It is my understanding that the EAV of our community is only increasing a mere 3% to 4% yearly.  Such an increase does not allow the district to keep up with increasing expenses.    The last two years, due to budgetary shortfalls, the district has had to make significant cuts of approximately $500,000.00, or an approximate 9% of the budget.

PTELL will also affect all the boards that function and operate in the community.   Will such a measure cut the limited services available?  Will smaller communities be forced to make decisions affecting police protection, libraries, and fire protection?
Under today’s economy, I understand that political pressure is great to either lower taxes or place tax caps.   However, PTELL is not the solution.
Sincerely,
